
Growing Blackcurrants in Containers 

Container for blackcurrants should be at least be 2 – 2.5 feet 
(60 - 75cm) wide and 20 - 24 inches (50 – 60 cm) deep. Smaller containers can be used too, just one 
would have to water more often and would have to limit the size of the plants. Also, smaller containers 
are easily moved around the garden, while larger containers must be positioned on the wheeled 

platform/stand. 

Container’s bottom should have a number of drainage holes as good drainage is important. Place a 1 
inch (2.5 cm) thick layer of gravel or stones over the bottom and fill the container with the soil rich in 
organic matter like well-rotted manure, compost and similar. Also adding well balanced NPK fertilizer 

with gradual release of nutrients can help the plants. Just be sure not to over-feed the plants. 

However, a regular generous feeding and constant moisture, especially during the warmer months, is 
essential to ensure a healthy growth of the young plants. 

Fertile soil helps grow bigger fruits. Also the individual trusses should be thinned and also overall truss 
quantity should be reduced. On individual level, the trusses should not be let bear more than 3 to 4 
fruits each. In this way, you can further maximize the size of individual fruits. 

Watering is also an important component in producing exhibition standard fruits. Abundant amount of 
water at correct times given consistently is essential; inconsistency in watering may give rise to split 
skins of fruits. On the other hand currants don’t like ‘wet feet’. 

Aftercare 

You will have to prune each plant. 3 tall canes should be set with equal distance between them in the 
pot. The fact is that blackcurrant fruit develops flowers best on the second year’s wood and not much 
on older wood. Therefore you should aim at encouraging some new canes each year which will 
produce fruits in their next season. After the first year of planting, many (7-8) new strong shoots 
should be grown by the summer end. You should not prune them in the first winter; leave them to 
produce fruit in the following summer. Just remove weak growths if there are any, by cutting them to 

1 inch (2.5 cm) above the soil. 

Repotting 

When you grow blackcurrants in pots, you should keep them in good large containers for four to five 
years to grow and produce well. After this, you should repot the plant (you need not change the pot; if 
you change it, let the new pot be slightly larger). Ideal time for that is winter. 

While repotting, you can remove some of the old soil stuck to the roots. Then cut all the growth back 
to the base and let the plant restart and rejuvenate in the same pot with fresh new manure. After this 
the plant can continue in the same pot for the next four to five years. 

 


